
The General Anthroposophical Society’s annual theme 2011/12 explores
Christian Rosenkreutz, one of the greatest esoteric teachers of the Occident.
Sergei Prokofieff looks at the importance of Christian Rosenkreutz for the
potential appearance of the etheric Christ and at his relationship to Rudolf
Steiner.

Following Rudolf Steiner’s first proclamation in 1910 of the reappearance of the Christ in the etheric

and the artistic production of his first Mystery Drama The Portal of Initiation (GA 14) which was

subtitled "A Rosicrucian Mystery," he continued this theme in the following years with the disclosure

of the secret of Christian Rosenkreutz, the founder of Rosicrucianism and the great servant of the

etheric Christ.

Christian Rosenkreutz and the Reappearance in the Etheric

In the two lectures held by Rudolf Steiner at Michaelmas 1911, on the occasion of the festive

opening of the Christian-Rosenkreutz branch in Neuchâtel, he presented for the first time the

esoteric roots of this mystical stream which are to be found in the unique initiation of its founder in

the year 1250. To this day this illustration is of utmost importance for everyone who is looking for a

closer relationship to Christian Rosenkreutz. In the same lectures Rudolf Steiner speaks of how

Christian Rosenkreutz’ mighty etheric body, created through this initiation, continued to be

strengthened through the inner work of all true Rosicrucians over the centuries. He describes how,

in our time, it plays a decisive role in the increasing ability of man to become aware of the etheric

Christ. Those human beings, who are imbued by this etheric body, can achieve this higher spiritual

awareness. "It is the work of the Rosicrucians that makes possible the etheric vision of Christ".¹

Rudolf Steiner verified one of the most important research results by modern Rosicrucians, who

continue to co-operate with Christian Rosenkreutz, as the discovery of the flow of the etheric blood

of Christ which, since the Mystery of Golgotha, flows in every human being from his heart to his

head and forms the basis for the perception of the etheric Christ today. This fact shows the current

emphasis of true Rosicrucianism on the re-appearance in the etheric as the central spiritual event

of our time.²

The Rosicrucian Endowment

Rudolf Steiner also speaks of Christian Rosenkreutz’ worldwide esoteric call which re-awakens his

pupils at a moment of great biographical crisis to a new life and thus puts a seal on the relationship

with him. This is the basis for becoming a direct, inner pupil of Christian Rosenkreutz. "This is how

he chooses his community," says Rudolf Steiner. In conjunction with this stood the attempt in 1911

to form an esoteric group with the provisory name "Society for Theosophical Art and Way of Life." If

the establishment of this had been successful, the group, in its later development, would have

been under the direct esoteric leadership of Christian Rosenkreutz himself.³ It was intended to

reflect the esoteric principle of "Interpretation" as something essentially new. This allows complete
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human freedom and the development of the purest forces of altruism which within true esotericism

rest upon a "complete elimination of all that is personal." ?For herein lies the prerequisite for a

spiritual cooperation with Christian Rosenkreutz. Rudolf Steiner comments on this at the end of the

first Neuchâtel lecture: "If you can become an instrument of Christian Rosenkreutz, then you can be

assured that the smallest detail of your soul activity will be there for eternity."

The Link between the Spirit and Practical Deeds

In the same year Rudolf Steiner also carried his message about the etheric Christ to the public in

his book The Spiritual Guidance of Mankind. Thus he links this event with the current task of a "new

esotericism" which has its roots in the initiation of Christian Rosenkreutz and which today has the

power to receive "new inspirations" from the spiritual world in the form of anthroposophy or

Spiritual Science.6 These can not only penetrate and spiritualise man’s forces of perception but also

affect and transform the spheres of practical life. Rudolf Steiner states: "Rosicrucian wisdom must

not stream only into the head, nor only into the heart, but also into the hand, into our manual

capacities, into our daily actions."7 This is how the many fields of activity have arisen out of

anthroposophy, where all areas of practical life are to be nourished by the spirit.

This makes anthroposophy into a modern representative of true Rosicrucianism which not only has

a historical link but which also maintains and builds on the new spiritual sources from the spiritual

world that only today have become available to mankind and which flow out of the sphere of our

present time spirit, Michael, into humanity. "Rosicrucianism does not mean carrying forth certain

truths throughout all centuries but it means developing a sense for that which each specific era can

bring to mankind out of the spiritual world."8

A New Relationshipto the Spiritual Teacher

We can describe anthroposophy as a modern, Michaelic form of Rosicrucianism which today opens

up a new future perspective of this occult stream beyond old traditions. Therefore Rudolf Steiner

was able to correctly state in his lecture "What makes us Theosophists and what makes us

Rosicrucians?": "We are the Rosicrucians of the 20th century!"9

The meaning of this word today can be seen, for example, in the completely new relationship

between the spiritual teacher and his pupil, who now becomes a friend and guide to the

developing human being. This also applies to our relationship to Christian Rosenkreutz. "The less

you take on authority, the more understanding you will have for Christian Rosenkreutz."10

Through anthroposophy true Rosicrucianism gains a new force and creative potential which allow it

to be effective and fruitful far beyond the 20th century.

Christian Rosenkreutz and Rudolf Steiner

Finally, and on the occasion of Rudolf Steiner’s 150th anniversary this year, his close spiritual

cooperation with the great esoteric teacher of the occident has to be mentioned because it forms a

significant part of Rudolf Steiner’s spiritual biography. This can not only be seen in the direct

messages from Christian Rosenkreutz which Rudolf Steiner incorporated in his esoteric lessons,11

but predominantly in the founding of the Society for Theosophical Art and Way of Life which, as

already mentioned, was to be under the direct leadership of Christian Rosenkreutz. Also the fact

that he noted the first and second Mystery Dramas as written "through Rudolf Steiner" speaks of

the direct cooperation between these two individualities. One year after the ground-breaking

lectures in Neuchâtel, Rudolf Steiner speaks in the same branch about this great Master and his

own relationship to him: "And he who is permitted to be close to Christian Rosenkreutz looks with

admiration and reverence on how accurately Christian Rosenkreutz himself has fulfilled the huge

Rosicrucian-Christian mission bestowed on him for our time."12 And to fulfil this important mission in

the 20th century, Christian Rosenkreutz had his spiritual brother and combatant – Rudolf Steiner –

by his side. | Sergei O. Prokofieff,Goetheanum
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